
 
 

DEB Notice 070116 
( Effective: 07/01/2016 ) 

 
DEB-SFMO Memorandum of Agreement

 
 
Replace CPSM Appendix L – Memorandum of Agreement Between Division of Engineering 
and Buildings and State Fire Marshal’s Office, dated July 1, 2008 with the attached 
memorandum, dated November 1, 2014. 
 



Memor¡ndum of Agreement
Between

Department of General Sewices
Division of Engineering and Buildings

And the
V¡rg¡ni¡ Department of Fire

Prograns, State Fire lìilarsh¡I's
OûEce

Nove,urber 1,2014
Introduction

The Code of Virginia $3G98.1 designøes the.Departrrent of Ge,neral Servicæ (DCIS), acting through the
Division of Engineering and Buildings (DEB), as the building official for state-oumed buildings or
stt¡ctures and for all buildings and strr¡ctures built on statooumed property. The Br¡reau of Capital Or¡tlay
Ivlanageme,nt (BCOM) acts oû behalf of DEB as the Staæ Building Official.

The Staþ Building Official enforces the Yírgìnía Uniforn Ststenide BaiWing Code (VUSBC). In accord
with Virginia Code 92.2-1132, BCOM ensr¡¡es compliance with üe DGS/DEB Cottstnrction otd
Professional Semìces lv{øtuol, Btilding Pqmit Policy for Consttztctìon State Owncd Baildings &
Strvctçes, and, in accqd wiü Virginia Code $22-1159, standards adopted to enforce provisions of the
Ánæricøa with Dísabilitíes Accessibílìty Guidelhæs þr Buildings ød Facílitíes, BCOM is ar¡thorized to
charge for State Building Code irspections.

DEB also has the arlhority under Va Code $3G98.1 to delegaûe inspection and building co& enforcement
duties to the Virginia peea¡ment of Fire hograms, Strûe Fire lvlarshal's Office (SFMO), and DEB hereþ
does so. This agreenent identifies úe responsibilities of DEB, SFMO, and owning Agency
Re,prese,ntatives; and defines the scope of inspection and building code enforceme¡rt úfies delegated þ
DEB to úe SFMO for consbuction, additions, alterations, and re,novations of state-owned buitdings.

' -Etjns¡bilítifß-

Plans review is performed by DEB, or þ the Annual P€rmit Agency Reprcsentative, in accord with the
Building P€rmit Polþ. Fire protection system shop drawing rsview (sprinkter, fire suppessio4 fire
alatm, and firc detection) is performed by DEB at fte Working Drawing review or during construction. A
Building P€nnit (by DEB) or a hoject Permit (by the Agency Re,presentative) is issued for work
Inspection is performed þ tte: Agency Inspector, AÆ of Recor4 Special Inspectors, DEB, md SFMO.
The Building Permit is closed out by DEB issuing a Certificate of Occupancy or a leüer, and the Project
Permit is closed out by tte Agency Represeirtdive in accmd wiú agelrcy procedures.

DEB shall provide the SFMO a copy of the approved Building Permil and the ovning Agency
Represeirtative shall provide the SFMO a copy of the approved Projest P€rmit The orming Agency
Representative shall maintain a copy on the siæ and provide the SFMO a copy of the approved
constrr¡ction documents including: working specifications, addendr¡¡q change orders, and
approved fire præection system shop drawings; and shall provide the SFMO tineþ notice for inspætion
of ¿ll work regulæed bythe VUSBC.

If discrepaneies in the applicæion of úe VUSBC a¡e identified by the SFMO upon review of the approved
docr¡menß or inspection of work in the freld, then the SFMO shall identifr these disoepanoies to DEB for
resoh¡tion by sending an e-mail to Capout@dgs.virginiagov. The SFMO does not have tte authority to
order changes to the approved constn¡ction docr¡ments.

The SFMO has the authority to order chançs to üe work to comply with the aprprovd consh¡ction
documents.



If deficiencies in work arc identified by üe SFMO which a¡e or¡tside of üe scope of deleged
herefuU then theso deficie'ncies should be noted as advisory on the SFMO InspectionReport.

SFMO Scooe of Work
Pr¡¡suant to this MOA, SFMO agrees to the following Scope of Work:

Insp€ct in accord wiü approved plans as rpferenced by the approved Building Permit or approved P¡ojest
Permit

Perform inspections within 10 calendar days of a request.

During constuction: sub'mit SFMO hogress Inspection Reports to úe Agenoy Represeutative, with ¿ copy to
BCOM at CapOut@dgsvirginiagov, wiùin 10 calendar days of tüe inspection- Copies of üe r€ports m¿y 69
provided to the AÆ of Record upon request.

At the complaion of the work: submit SFMO Substa¡tial Compløtion hrsp€ction Report to the Agency
Representative, with a copy to BCOM at Cap0u@dgsrirginiagov, within l0 caleNrdar days of the inspection.
Copies ofthe reports may be provided to the AÆ of Record upon rcquæt.

SFMO inspection sh¿ll include tb€ life and fire safety aspects of the VUSBC ¡elafed to:
o Fire-ResistanceRsdConstrr¡ction
r Firp Protestion Systems
o Mea¡s ofEgress
o FircDeparhentAccess
. SafeguardsùringConstnrtion

Assist in plans review as requested.

Evah¡ate and p,rovide advice on the ap,propriatc apptication of úe VUSBC as rcquested. Recommend iszuing a
Stop Work O¡d€r forworkúat is beingexecued coilrary totüe VUSBC g-r--agY pdt@. las¡-arina-mannec
endangering the general public.

Co_mpens¡tion

This delegation of authority to the SFMO to perform inspection services on behalf of DEB and BCOM
includes the 4uthorþ to bill agencies for recovery of SFMO's costs. The hourly ratcs charged to
agencies for these services shall be equivalent to the JlARC-approved rates currently in effect fo¡
SFMO's st¿ndard inspection sen¡ices. Either the SFMO invoices submitæd to the agsncy, or the
supporting backup thereto, shall include the name of the project inspected date of service, hours
expended, hourly rate and total cost.

Per{od of Asrcoment

This agree'ment shall rsmain in effect rmtil either party gives 60 d¿ys written notice of ternination to ûe
other party.

Virginia fÞparfrnent of Fire hograms,
St¿tÊ FirE Marsh¿l's Office

IÞpartrrent of Services,
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